
72%  of millennials indicated that they 
would join a private club if  they receive 
a new job or a promotion that allows 
for more leisure dollars.

Mil lennials are at a stage of their l i fe where they are cost-sensit ive 

and would need a f inancial just if ication to join a private club.

WHAT TRIGGERS MILLENNIALS TO JOIN 

PRIVATE CLUBS?

LOW-HANDICAP 
GOLFERS 

44%  of millennials are also looking for 
joining incentives offered by the club.

HOW DOES THIS DIFFER BY INCOME?

For those earning $75,000 per year or 
more, 62%  indicated that more leisure 
dollars would trigger them to join a 
private club vs. 82%  of those who earn 
less than $50,000 annually.

The fourth instal lment of our 2019 Mil lennial Research Study analyzing data col lected from more 

than 3,600 avid mil lennial golfers.  Data included is a continuation of the f irst three instal lments 

which are avai lable at globalgolfadvisors.com.

HANDICAP BY AGE
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Golfers under the age of 22 have the lowest handicap out of al l  

age groups, and average handicap increases alongside age. This is 

a similar trend to 2018, where the lowest handicap was in the 18-25 

age range and the highest was in the 36+ age group.
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Those who have access to golf year-round tend to have better 

handicaps; those in the Northeast where snow and inclement 

weather are more common have consistently had the highest 

handicaps over the last three years.
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TOLERANCE TO PAY DUES/FEES

Those who had a 7 handicap or lower had a much higher tolerance 

to pay an init iation fee ($7,116)  compared to those with a higher 

handicap ($5,492) .

Those who had a 7 handicap or lower also had a higher tolerance 

to pay annual dues ($4,296)  compared to those with a higher 

handicap ($3,772) .
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Golfers with higher ski l l  levels are wil l ing to spend more to play.



Mil lennials who play more golf per year have consistently lower 

handicaps than those who play less frequently,  a trend which has 

continued since 2018.

I t  is  clear that,  even among highly ski l led players,  those who have 

more exposure to the game are better golfers. Those with lower 

handicaps started playing earl ier ,  are general ly younger, and are 

able to play more rounds per year on average.

HANDICAP BY FACILITY

MILLENNIALS' HANDICAPS VS. AGE 

THEY STARTED PLAYING GOLF

Those who have been playing golf from a very young age have 

signif icantly lower handicaps compared to those who started 

playing later.  Mil lennial golfer handicaps trend upward the later 

the age they start playing.
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Those with lower handicaps are more l ikely to be part of private 

faci l i t ies. This has stayed consistent since 2017.

ANNUAL ROUNDS BY HANDICAP
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Regarding membership recruitment, exposing players to the game as 

early as possible and maximizing their abi l i ty to play regularly and 

consistently is a favorable outlook for maximizing rounds played at 

private clubs and ensuring a greater wil l ingness/tolerance to pay 

private club fees.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

2019 2019 2019

Better players play more golf at better faci l i t ies and are wil l ing to 

pay a higher price to do so.



WHAT FACTORS ARE INFLUENCING 

LOW-HANDICAP PREFERENCES?

RECOGNITION

Low-handicaps are often admired by fr iends and 

col leagues for their golf ing abi l i t ies.   They enjoy the 

recognit ion that belonging to a private club provides.

VALIDATION

This group is very competit ive and the val idation of their 

club among their peers is highly important.

SELF-PROMOTION

The opportunity to use their private club as a platform 

to showcase their ski l l  and personality for business 

development and career advancement.

SUPERIOR CONDITIONING

Expectation levels for course quality and faci l i ty 

condit ioning is higher among more ski l led players.

ACCESS TO THE GOLF COURSE

Low-handicappers play more golf and the abi l i ty to get 

on the golf course on short notice is very important.

HOW CAN CLUBS ATTRACT THESE 

MILLENNIAL GOLFERS?

Host an Invitational event or tournament which 

attracts the top amateurs from your local market.1.

Host prestigious amateur/professional qualif iers and 

events that help improve the profi le and ranking of 

your club.

Research and identify a l ist  of the top amateurs in 

your marketplace.  Init iate a contact and extend a 

personal invitation to select mil lennials to come 

experience your club.

Low-handicappers are very competit ive and enjoy 

playing with their peers.   Create a platform with 

great opportunit ies for talented golfers to play in fun 

club events and interclub competit ions.

4.

3.

2.

Data col lected through Mil lennial Golf Industry Surveys conducted by Global 

Golf Advisors and Nextgengolf.  Based upon responses from 1 ,426 mil lennials in a 

2019 update on studies conducted in 2017 and 2018. More than 3,600 responses 

have been analyzed during the three-year research study. 

 

The next infographic wil l  examine Household Income versus Uti l ization and what 

prevents mil lennials from playing more golf. .


